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CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 

JUNE 23, 2016 

 

  

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Invocation by Chaplain Jessica Hall. 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 

Roll Call:   Mayor Byran Williams – Present 

Vice Mayor Gloria James – Absent 

Commissioner Jason Evans – Present 

Commissioner Scott Jamison –Absent 

Commissioner Sue Weller – Present 

     

Staff Present:   Ed Booth, City Manager 

    Jenny L. Parham, City Clerk 

    Scott Walker, City Attorney 

    Courtney Johnson, Assistant City Attorney 

    Antoine Sheppard, Police Lt. 

    Amanda Rodriguez, CRA Executive Director 

    Bruce Gillingham, Fire Chief 

    Robert Basford, Recreation Director 

     

APROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

Motion Commission Weller to approve the agenda as presented. 

Second Commissioner Evans. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion Commissioner Evans to approve the minutes of May 26 and June 9, 2016 Commission  

Meetings.  

Second Commissioner Weller.  

Motion Carried 3 -0.  
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PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION FOR RELAY FOR LIFE  

PARTICIPATION.  

 

Linda Hewlett, presented certificates for Kim Wilson, Adam Joy, Robert Basford and Courtney  

Odum for their participation in the Relay for Life. 

 

UPDATE ON SMITHSONIAN INSTITUE 

 

Kristina Young gave an update on the Smithsonian Institute Traveling Waterways Exhibit.  The ribbon  

cutting will be July 16th from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  She thanked the City of High Springs for their  

support. The exhibit is 680 sq. ft. with hands on and interactive exhibits. 

 

AUDIT 

 

1. PRESENTATION OF THE 2014/2015 FISCAL YEAR AUDIT BY JAMES MOORE  

AND ASSOCIATES. 

 

Donna Brown, of James Moore & Associates, presented the 2014/2015 audit. 

 

2. ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2014/2015 FISCAL YEAR AUDIT. 
 

Motion Commissioner Evans to accept the 2014/2015 Fiscal Year Audit as presented. 

Second Commissioner Weller. 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - NONE 

 

CITIZEN REQUESTS AND COMMENTS – FOR ISSUES NOT ON AGENDA (PLEASE STATE  

NAME FOR THE RECORD – LIMIT COMMENTS TO 5 MINUTES) 

 

Suzie Clark expressed appreciation to the CRA and officials on the CRA for the quilt blocks.  She gave 

an update on the quilts.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD’S 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

 
Ross Ambrose, Chair of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, speaks of the role of the Parks and 

Recreation Board being to advise the Commission. He thanked all the audience members that came out 

to support Parks and Recreation.  

 

Chair Ambrose outlined the needs for recreation in the community.  

 

Commissioner Weller expressed appreciation to the board for their future planning. 

 

Robert Basford, Recreation Director, spoke of having to monitor the park lights closely in order to stay  
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within budget.   

 

Blake Oswald spoke of the parks deteriorating. 

 

Kevin Ather spoke of recreation being important to the community, appreciate funding for recreation. 

 

Daniel Bell, President of Santa Fe Babe Ruth Baseball, spoke of the need for more resources, wanting to 

use facilities more but more basic maintenance needs to be done at the parks. Requested the commission 

consider the recommendations of the Parks and Recreation board.   

 

Suzie Clark spoke of the importance of safety. She spoke of falling at park from the major problems 

with the sidewalks. 

 

Mayor Williams thanked the citizens and volunteers for wanting to support this kind of program. 

 

Mr. Ambrose presented the recommendations of the Tree Board. 

 

CONSIDER AWARDING BIDS FOR INSTALLATION OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT  

AND THE RESURFACING OF TENNIS AND BASKETBALL COURTS. 

 

Robert Basford, Recreation Director, stated that all vendors that bid are qualified to perform the work.  

He added that the bidder Arrowhead is a certified Game Time installer, which would save the warranty 

if they install; but came in well over the others.    

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to accept the bid from Tennico for $11,000 for the installation of the 

playground equipment 

Second Commissioner Evans. 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to accept the bid from Tennis Unlimited for $23,000 for resurfacing  

the tennis and basketball courts.   

Second Commissioner Evans. 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

Mayor Williams suggested if any of the old playground equipment is still safe to use, that it be donated  

to the High Springs Daycare.   

 

CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM DAPHNE ROBERSON FOR A CREDIT ON  

UTILITY BILL. 

 

Daphne Roberson spoke of her concerns with her water bill and it going up and down. She spoke of her 

daughter’s water bill being placed on her water bill.  She requested some satisfaction.   

 

Jennifer Stull, Finance Director, gave a history of the account.  She advised that it came to our attention 

that the account was in her deceased mother’s name, which we do not allow, so her daughter came in 

and filled out an application.   When the daughter opened the account, the past due balance that her 

daughter had was put on the bill; the daughter then said she did not want her name on the account and 



COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 

JUNE 23, 2016 

PAGE 4 OF 8 

 

 

took the application back. After that Ms. Roberson came in and opened the account.  Mrs. Stull advised 

that they did carry over the last bill of $45.00 from the deceased mother’s account to Ms. Roberson since 

this is where she was living; which Ms. Roberson agreed to.     She explained that there was a high water 

bill and there were rereads done, and that Ms. Roberson met with Mr. Booth and herself and was given 

over $200.00 in credits.  She advised that Ms. Roberson agreed to pay the remainder of the bill, and 

would make payments. She added that the meter was changed out, and currently the bill is caught up, 

but she is currently asking for additional money back from the high bill.       

 

Ms. Roberson stated that Mr. Booth had suggested the new meter.  She spoke of making the payments.   

She speaks of having a leak and the bill did not increase, but when she did not have a leak, her bill was 

almost $500.00.   

 

Attorney Walker spoke of the City having to abide by City Ordinances, so that everyone is treated the 

same. He adds that our Ordinance states that the City can only go back three months.   

 

 

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION &  

FIRST RESPONSE EMS/RESCUE SERVICES BETWEEN ALACHUA COUNTY AND THE  

CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS. 

 

Mr. Booth spoke of the City providing service for the County, in which they are to reimburse the city for 

this service.  He states that they were not providing the City with nearly the money that they collect or  

the amount that it is costing our citizens.   

 

Chief Gillingham gives an overview of the contract; it is a three-year contract with an automatic  

renewal, the two years it is a flat rate amount of $175,000and then it will increase to $185,000.  

He states that the contract does have a clause that we can open the contract for financial compensation.     

 

Motion Commissioner Evans to approve the Interlocal Agreement for Fire Suppression & First  

Response Services between Alachua County and the City of High Springs.   

Second Commissioner Weller. 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-J, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS,  

FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF FIRE SERVICES, FACILITIES AND  

PROGRAMS IN THE CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS, FLORIDA; ESTABLISHING THE  

ESTIMATED ASSESSMENT RATE FOR FIRE SERVICES ASSESSMENTS FOR THE  

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2016; DIRECTING THE PREPARATION OF AN  

ASSESSMENT ROLL; AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING AND DIRECTING THE  

PROVISION OF NOTICE THEREOF; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Resolution 2016-J was read by title only by Attorney Walker. 

 

Chief Gillingham stated that we have one of the lower Fire Service Fees. Spoke of the need for the Fire  

Department to replace their Air Packs in the next couple years; they have hit their life expectancy.  He  

states that it is staff’s recommendation to set at the $93.00, which is what they are comfortable with  

balancing the budget with.  
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Motion Commissioner Weller to adopt Resolution 2016-J as read by title only. 

Second Commissioner Evans 

 

Commissioner Weller amended motion to set at $100.  

Second Commissioner Evans to amend motion.  

 

Roll call vote: 

 

Mayor Williams-yes 

Commissioner Evans-yes 

Commissioner Weller-yes 
 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 
 

CONSIDER AMENDED INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH ALACHUA COUNTY TAX  

COLLECTOR FOR THE OPERATION OF A VEHICLE TAG SERVICES BRANCH OFFICE. 

 

Mr. Booth advises that this agreement would allow us to keep our fees and just send the portion owed to  

the Tax Collector.   

 

Mrs. Stull explained that in the past we have sent the Tax Collector all the funds, and their office would 

take out their fees and then send our portion back.  She states with the new agreement the city would 

have the money quicker.   

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to enter into the proposed Interlocal Agreement with Alachua  

County Tax Collector for the Operation of a Vehicle Tag Services Branch Office.  

Second Commissioner Evans 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 
 

REVIEW FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR APRIL AND MAY, 2016. 

 

Mr. Booth advises that everything is in line.   

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-I, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS,  

FLORIDA, AMENDING THE ESTABLISHING THE PRICE OF CEMETERY SERVICES  

AND GRAVES IN ALL CEMETERIES OWNED OR OPERATED BY THE CITY OF HIGH  

SPRINGS AS PREVIOUSLY SET IN RESOLUTION 2002-I PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 22 OF  

THE HIGH SPRINGS CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL RESOLUTIONS IN  

CONFLICT, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Resolution 2016-I was read by title only by Attorney Walker. 

 

Mr. Booth advised that we have limited spaces left, and we will need to plan to open up more area.  He  

states that our prices are well below others.   

 

Commissioner Weller states that the current rates have been in effect since 2002. 
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Commissioner Evans states that in Gainesville the lowest pricing you will find is around $1800.00 per 

Space, and in Lake City, a year or two ago it was about $995.00.  He adds that in larger areas they are  

more expensive than that.  He also states that the problem you run into with the smaller areas being less  

expensive is that you have people who purchase the cemetery lots in the smaller areas for less money,  

but have no ties to that area.   

 

Motion Commissioner Evans to adopt Resolution 2016-I as read by title only. 

Second Commissioner Weller. 

 

Roll call vote: 

 

Commissioner Evans-yes 

Commissioner Weller-yes 

Mayor Williams-yes 

 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-K, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE  

CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS AMENDING THE CITY’S REAL PROPERTY POLICIES WHICH  

GOVERN THE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF HIGH 

SPRINGS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

Resolution 2016-K was read by title only by Attorney Walker. 

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to adopt Resolution 2016-K as read by title only. 

Second Commissioner Evans. 

 

Roll call vote: 

 

Commissioner Weller-yes 

Mayor Williams-yes 

Commissioner Evans-yes 

 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-L, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF HIGH SPRINGS ADOPTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING SURPLUS PROPERTY 

POLICY WHICH GOVERN THE DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF 

HIGH SPRINGS TO NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS TO ENCOURAGE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE CITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

Resolution 2016-L was read by title only by Attorney Walker. 

 

Motion Commissioner Evans to adopt Resolution 2016-L as read by title only. 

Second Commissioner Weller. 
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Attorney Johnson pointed out that Commissioner Jamison was unable to attend tonight, but would like  

it if there could be a rotational process for the Non-Profit agencies.  

 

Ben Phillips, Habitat for Humanity, speaks on affordable housing.   

 

Roll call vote: 

 

Mayor Williams-yes 

Commissioner Evans-yes 

Commissioner Weller-yes 

 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE 2016-07, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 30 

“ELECTIONS” OF THE HIGH SPRINGS CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING THE 

REQUIRED QUALIFYING PERIOD FROM FIVE BUSINESS DAYS TO COINCIDE WITH 

THE CITY’S BUSINESS WEEK; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION 

 

Ordinance 2016-07 was read by title only by Attorney Walker. 

 

Motion Commissioner Evans to adopt Ordinance 2016-07 as read into the record, on First  

Reading. 

Second Commissioner Weller. 

 

Roll call vote: 

 

Commissioner Evans-yes 

Commissioner Weller-yes 

Mayor Williams-yes 

 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

 

DISCUSS CHARTER REVIEW BOARD’S RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONSIDER  

APPROPRIATE DIRECTION TO STAFF. 

 

Commissioner Weller states that the Charter Review Board presented seven issues to us.  She adds that 

she is okay with the recommendations of the Charter Review Board on Issues 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7; has a 

problem with wording on Issue 4 and is not real sure on Issue 5, Binding Referendum.   

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to continue this matter for further discussion.  

Second Commissioner Evans. 

Motion carried 3 – 0. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT/UPDATE 
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Nothing at this time.  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT/UPDATE 

 

Advised that the water project has become challenging, but we are working through it.  

 

Advised that the grants for the parks are moving forward. 

 

Advised of the CRA conditions: the base year will remain the same as 1986; at 15 years there will  

be an opener, if the goals have been met then they will give us 15 more years; there is a payback  

amount of $199,000.00 with $40,000 paid back each year for 5 years. 

 

Spoke of the $144,000 grinder pump grant, and the Governor signing that septic tanks can still be used  

with grinder pumps in case of power outage, the septic can be used. 

 

Advised that the Camp Kulaqua project still in line.   

 

Advised that the Commission will be seeing the budget very soon.  

 

COMMENTS AND CONCERNS: 

 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Evans commented that the gazebo in James Paul Park is looking nice. He also thanked  

Suzie Clark for her work on getting quilt mural.  

 

Commissioner Weller advised that she attended the County Commission meeting on the I-75 Extension  

discussion; she will put something on the next agenda to discuss supporting the county’s opposition.  

 

 

MAYOR 

 

Advised that there will be a food give away next month at the Civic Center, July 26th, volunteers needed. 

 

Advised Monday night he took a tour of Air Liquide, and recommended the other commissioners also  

take a tour to see the operation and safety precautions in place.  

 

Motion Commissioner Weller to adjourn. 

Second Commissioner Evans.   

Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 

  


